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Town of Waldoboro, Maine 

Select Board Meeting 

Municipal Building – 1600 Atlantic Highway 

May 14, 2019 

 
1.  Call to Order 

 

The public meeting was called to order at 6:12 p.m., preceded by an executive session.  Town Manager Julie Keizer was 

present, along with Select Board members Bob Butler, Clint Collamore, Jann Minzy, Abden Simmons and Katie 

Winchenbach.  Assessors’ Agent Darryl McKenney was present.  The audience included Tim Gladu, Michael Hyson, 

John Lawrence, Solomon Orff, Marcia Smolin, Mike Thayer, Linda Veblen, Dara We and Freeman Zausner. 

 

2.  Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3.  Public Hearings 

 

On motion of Collamore/Winchenbach, Select Board members voted 5 – 0 to open a public hearing. 

 

3.1  Liquor License for Charlotte Davenhill d/b/a Tidemark Gallery & Café, 902 Main St.  

 

Davenhill seeks a new Class III vinous-only liquor license for Tidemark Gallery and Café.  The Police Dept. reports no 

incidents.  There were no public comments.  On motion of Collamore/Minzy, Select Board members voted 5 - 0 to 

approve the liquor license. 

 

3.2  Liquor License – One Time Event – Waldoboro Day Friday Dance Night, June 14, 2019 

 

The Town of Waldoboro requests a one-time BYOB Permit for liquor to be served from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. on 

Friday, June 14, at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4525, 50 Mill St.  On motion of Collamore/Minzy, Select Board 

members voted 5 - 0 to approve the permit. 

 

4.  Sylvania Task Force Report – Janet McMahon 

 

Chairman McMahon gave highlights of a four-page written report submitted to the Select Board. GTE purchased the 

facility in 1951.  It had previously been a shoe factory.  GTE released contaminants (spent solvents) before the Clean 

Water Act and other environment laws were in place.  In 1988 the Maine Dept. of Environmental Protection  (DEP) 

required GTE to investigate and remediate hazardous waste contamination on the site.  The property was transferred to 

Osram/Sylvania after 1990.  The plant closed in 2006.  The buildings were taken down in 2009.  In 2017 Ledvance 

became the property owner.  The local Sylvania Task Force was formed in March, 2017.  An environmental covenant 

was placed on the property in February, 2018; it still needs to be finalized.  Two new monitoring wells were installed on 

the adjacent former Hoffses property in the summer of 2018. 

 

The site is classified as a Corrective Action site under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, because of the 

presence of hazardous wastes.  Maine DEP is responsible for reviewing periodic engineering reports to assure that 

contaminants are being adequately controlled and will not migrate off-site.  The environmental covenants on the 

property specify no residential use; no long-term care facilities, schools, or child-care facilities; no use of ground water; 

and no digging without an approved soil management plan.  Extraction of ground water for any purpose is prohibited 

without advance written permission from DEP.    

 

Ongoing site remediation measures continue.  Analysis of samples shows that contaminated water flows west toward 

the Medomak River.  Comtamination levels are not going down.  The boundaries of the contamination plume are not 

known.  The Task Force is not convinced that current remedies are adequate.  There are two types of known 

contaminants on site:  chlorinated solvents, and several inorganic elements, notably molybdenum, all used in Sylvania’s 

manufacturing process.  Molybdenum is not considered toxic to humans, plants or animals, but it occurs in high 

concentrations at several sites.  It is believed that there is no adverse human or ecological exposure currently. 

 

The Sylvania Task Force recommends that only low-intensity uses of the site be permitted.  The leading contender for 

productive future use of the site is for a solar array generating clean electric power.  The Task Force recommends that 

the site be leased by a private entity, and that the Town not take any direct part in activities on-site, in order to minimize 

risk of liability.  The Task Force makes specific recommendations, given on p. 3 - 4 of the report.  They recommend 
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that DEP amend the environmental covenant to allow installation of a properly-engineered solar array; determine 

whether some form of surface cap is required to limit water infiltration through the former source area, and if so, require 

Ledvance to install one; require Ledvance to install additional bedrock wells to determine the outer limits of the 

contaminant plume and whether it is expanding onto adjacent properties; require Ledvance to take soil samples along 

drainage courses and discharge points to the Medomak River, to determine presence or absence of contaminants; and 

require a baseline study of bottom sediments adjacent to surface water discharge points, looking for known 

contaminants. 

 

The Task Force recommends that Town representatives meet with the new DEP commissioner to discuss the importance 

of the Medomak River to Waldoboro’s economy and the concern that the Sylvania site remains a potential threat to the 

health of the river.  The Task Force recommends not disbanding the Task Force, though the group might meet less often 

in future.  The next steps are up to the Select Board.  The Maine DEP is underfunded and has lost many staff members.  

They have some 2000 sites in Maine to monitor.  Hopefully, a push from the Waldoboro Select Board will lead to action 

by DEP regarding the Sylvania site. 

 

On motion of Collamore/Winchenbach, Select Board members voted 5 – 0 to appoint Butler, Simmons and Keizer to 

meet with the DEP.  Town Manager Keizer will meet with Ledvance.  Keizer said that she is in awe of the abilities of 

members of the Task Force.  We are lucky to have their service to the Town.  Discussion of the Sylvania situation ended 

at 6:32 p.m. 

 

5.  Adjustments to the Agenda 

 

The planned executive session about the future of A.D. Gray School will be postponed to the next regular Select Board 

meeting on May 28, because the proposal to be discussed was received only this past weekend, and Select Board 

members have not had enough time to review it.  The Select Board appointed Collamore, Minzy and Keizer to meet 

with the developer prior to discussion with the full Board at the May 28th Select Board meeting. 

 

6.  Citizen Comments 

 

Solomon Orff is a long-time Waldoboro resident who lives on Flanders Corner Road.  He spoke to protest that a person 

has received a permit to grow medical marijuana in a building off Route 32 behind the Orff’s Corner Church, of which 

Orff is a trustee.  Abutting property owners should have been notified and consulted.  Such businesses do not belong in 

a residential area.  They should be restricted to Route 1 or the Industrial Park.  He hopes that Waldoboro residents will 

be given the chance to vote on an ordinance amendment covering locations of cannabis grow houses and related 

activities. 

 

Michael Hyson, a son of Margaret Boyle, spoke about his mother’s properties on Campbell Hill Road.  He is one of her 

heirs.  He was not notified of the taxes due.  He has now paid the taxes in full.  (See Item 10.1, Tax-Acquired Property 

Bids, p. 3 of these minutes.) 

 

7.  Select Board Comments 

 

Butler plans to go to Augusta this week to attend a hearing about LD 1711, a proposal about large-scale regional solar 

power.  Select Board members agreed to have him represent the town.  He announced that local historian Richard 

Wallace has died.  People wishing to pay their respects can go to Hall Funeral Home on Wednesday, May 15. Butler 

mentioned the exhibit of Miller School student self-portraits now showing at Tidemark Gallery, which is very much 

worth a visit. 

 

Collamore said that Saturday June 15 is Waldoboro Day.  The parade will start at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Minzy said there will be music at Medomak Arts, 13 Friendship Street, this Friday and Saturday from 6 to 8 p.m.  There 

will be an exhibit about farms, barns and outhouses on Saturday from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 

Winchenbach announced that there will be a public hearing at 6 p.m. on Tuesday May 21 on the FY2019 Town budget 

and warrant articles.  Waldoboro voters should come to the meeting with questions and concerns, before they have to 

vote on the warrant articles at Town Meeting in June.  On Wednesday May 22 the Police Dept. will hold two question-

and-answer sessions, at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.  On Monday May 27 there will be a ceremony and parade for Memorial Day.  

The parade will line up at 8 a.m. and start at 9 a.m.   
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8.  Town Manager’s Report 

 

Keizer reported on the community forum held April 24 at the VFW Hall.  Some 94 people attended, and we got eight 

pages of feedback. Concerns included drug and alcohol abuse, poverty, food insecurity, the need for social services, 

housing, and transportation.  People’s comments were helpful and thoughtful.  A two-page executive summary will be 

issued.  The public input will be helpful in planning for the next five years: what we can do to make Waldoboro a place 

where people want to live, and how to move the town forward.  Butler congratulated Keizer on her efforts organizing 

the meeting. 

 

9.  Consent Calendar 

 

On motion of Collamore/Winchenbach, Select Board members voted 5 – 0 to approve the consent calendar, as follows: 

• Select Board minutes of March 12 and April 23, 2019; 

• Financial warrants #79, 80, 81, 82 and 83; 

• Waldoboro HRA Operating Warrant 5; 

• Resignation of Debra Tillou from the Budget Committee; 

• Quitclaim deeds/discharges:  property located at 425 Old County Road (Tax Map R5 Lot 29F), release to 

Donna Cox and Pamela Pachico; property located at 400 Friendship Road Lot 16 (Tax Map U2 Lot 20A-16), 

release to Angela Johnson 

 

10.  New Business 

 

10.1  Award Tax-Acquired Property Bids 

 

Simmons recused himself from participation in this agenda item, as he was bidding on one of the parcels. 

1.  425 Old County Road (tax map R5 lot 29F).  Taxes paid, released back to owners Donna Cox and Pamela Pachico 

2.  762 Back Cove Rd. (map R9 lot 21), Phoebe Boyington.  High bid Timothy and Sarah Gladu, $8,760.  New owners 

to do clean-up. 

3, 4.  40 Campbell Rd. and 151 Campbell Rd., Margaret Boyle life estate.   Michael Hyson spoke at tonight’s meeting.  

He is a remainderman by deed to these properties.  He got no notice of taxes due.  He has now paid the taxes.  The 

properties were removed from the sale list. 

5.  189 Gross Neck (map R2 lot 36). Norma Carter, mobile home.  No bids received. 

6.  41 Beech Ridge Rd. (map R22 lot 39-3A). Edwin and Anna Duquette.  Sole bid Abden Simmons, $10,000.  

Simmons is to clean up the site and pay for tests of barrels, required by Maine Dept. of Environmental Protection. 

7.  400 Friendship St. (map U2 lot 20A-16).  Taxes paid, released back to owner Angela Johnson. 

8.  273 Feylers Corner Rd. (map R18 lot 1A).  Teague Living Trust c/o J. Kilpatrick, trustee.  High bid Stephanie Flint, 

$5,000.  

9.  33 Blue Heron Lane (map R19 lot15-5).  L. Judy Toth.  High bid Nathan Daniel, $37,789.87. 

 

On motion of Collamore/Minzy, Select Board members voted 4 - 0 - 1, Simmons abstaining, to approve the above 

actions and awards. 

 

10.2  Discussion of Public Safety, Postings on Social Media 

There have been several instances recently of people coming to the scene of an accident, having heard about it on social 

media.  Members of the public are asked to stay away from active accident scenes, for safety. 

10.3  Request for Volunteers for Transfer Station Committee; Update on Coastal Maine Resources (Fiberight) 

We need to revive the Waldoboro Transfer Station Committee and hold a meeting.  We need to educate local people 

about recycling.  Cushing has a permanent recycling committee.  On motion of Collamore/Simmons, Select Board 

members voted 5 - 0 to issue a call for volunteers for the Transfer Station Committee. 

Coastal Maine Resources, which licenses technology from one of its owners, Fiberight, will soon accept deliveries of 

municipal solid waste from the Transfer Station and process it to produce marketable products.  CRM is commissioning 

its new plant in Hampden.  The Cushing/Friendship/Waldoboro Transfer Station will continue to have Lincoln County 

Recycling pick up its recyclables instead of sending them to CRM, which would charge the Transfer Station a tipping 

fee to accept them.  
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10.4  Hannaford Helps Waldoboro Emergency Management Services 

For every reusable $2.50 shopping bag people buy at Hannaford’s, the company will make a $1.00 donation to the local 

EMS.  Keizer noted that the EMS Department is celebrating 50 years of service with a get-together this Sunday. 

10.5  Approval for Public Works to Cut Trees on Private Property behind A.D. Gray School for Eagle Project  

 

Edwin Stone’s Eagle Scout project involves re-creating a public trail around the former A.D. Gray School property (see 

April 23, 2019 Select Board minutes, Item 5, p. 2).  In places the trail crosses private property.  Public Works Director 

John Daigle has offered assistance from his department.  On motion of Collamore/Minzy, Select Board members voted 

5 - 0 to ask Public Works to cut a tree on private property, with permission of the landowner, because the tree is too big 

for Stone to handle safely by himself. 

 

11.  Old Business 

 

11. 1.  Appointment of Delia Mohlie to Water Department Committee 

 

On motion of Collamore/Simmons, Select Board members voted 5 - 0 to appoint Delia Mohlie to the Water Department 

Committee. 

 

11.2  Agreement with AFSCME Local 1458-03 Public Works and Police - deferred 

 

The Town Manager and Union personnel recommend deferring this item to the next Select Board meeting.  On motion 

of Collamore/Simmons, Select Board members voted 5 - 0 to table the matter. 

 

11.3  Approve Revised June Warrant (Remove Waldo Theatre Petition) 

 

The Town has a new policy that financial support requests from outside groups must be voted on at November town 

meeting to ensure that such requests, if approved by voters, are properly funded with budget line items for the next 

succeeding fiscal year.  Therefore, nonprofit groups which are not a part of the usual annual budget must submit a 

petition with signatures in time for the November ballot each year.  The Budget Committee and the Select Board 

approved a FY2020 warrant article allocating $2500 to The Waldo Theatre, the Waldo’s properly submitted petition for 

a $5,000 allocation notwithstanding.  The Waldo Theater’s petition deserves to be on the ballot, and the Select Board 

discussed putting the Waldo Theater petition request on the November 2019 town meeting ballot for the FY2021 

budget. On motion of Collamore, Select Board members voted 5 - 0 to include the Waldo Theater petition request for 

$5000 in Town support on the November 2019 ballot for allocation in the FY2021 budget year. 
 

12.  Executive Session as Philbrook Fund Trustees 

 

Select Board members voted 5 - 0 to go into executive session as Philbrook Fund trustees at 7:17 p.m.  They came out 

of executive session at 7:35 p.m. and, on motion of Collamore/Simmons, voted 5 - 0 to adjourn. The Select Board 

meeting was immediately followed by a short meeting of the Board of Assessors (see separate minutes). 

 

 

Select Board: __________________________  

Town of Waldoboro, Maine Robert L. Butler, Chair 

 

 __________________________ 

 Katherine W. Winchenbach, Vice Chair 

 

 ____________________________ 

 Clinton E. Collamore 

 

 ____________________________ 

 Joanne Minzy 

 

 ___________________________ 

 Abden S. Simmons 
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